Washington DC, May 20, 2014- The Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights under
Law, a national civil rights organization, has urged Vassar College President Catherine
Bond Hill to take strong disciplinary action in response to the posting of Nazi propaganda
by members of the Vassar chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP). LDB
President Kenneth L. Marcus commented, “It is reprehensible to see Nazi propaganda
disseminated on an American university campus. We hope that Vassar College will
demonstrate strong resolve in responding to this outrage.”

The Brandeis Center, formed in 2011 to combat anti-Semitism on American college and
university campuses, has been active monitoring harassment of Jewish college students.
Earlier this month, Brandeis Center lawyers urged New York University to discipline SJP
members who had violated NYU rules by shoving inflammatory anti-Israel flyers under
the dormitory room doors and into the rooms of non-consenting NYU students. NYU
President John Sexton has responded that his Office of Residence Life is already looking
into SJP’s actions there as a “judicial matter.” Brooklyn College has also recently
publicly apologized to Jewish pro-Israel students represented by the Brandeis Center for
expelling the students from an SJP event. The Brandeis Center is seeking serious
disciplinary for the SJP’s Vassar College Nazi propaganda.

Vassar’s SJP chapter had reportedly posted a Nazi propaganda poster on their Tumblr
page, which depicted a many-armed monster with a Star of David loincloth, holding a
moneybag being grasped by a big-nosed man as he stomps on houses. This poster is
entitled “Liberators.” Even before this latest incident, Vassar had seen other
controversies this semester in which anti-Israeli activists appeared to cross the line into
anti-Semitism. Brandeis Center lawyers wrote, “we urge you to take additional prompt
and effective action to address this problem including taking strong disciplinary action
against SJP.”

Northeastern University recently suspended its chapter of the Students for Justice in
Palestine group for a pattern of policy violations until they agreed to adhere to a number
of standards of good behavior and internal restructuring. That chapter is now in a
probationary period as it replaces its prior leadership and learns how to adhere to campus
and legal guidelines.

Other campus presidents have also been forced to condemn SJP actions or to apologize
for their own roles in working with SJP. Just last week, University of California
President Janet Napolitano and University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)
Chancellor Gene Block issued statements criticizing efforts by the UCLA chapter of SJP
urging candidates in the most recent student elections to pledge that they would not
participate in Israel trips organized by Jewish groups. These statements included
assertions that these students are violating the principles of civility, respect, and
inclusion, are trying to eliminate selected viewpoints from the discussion and do not
promote healthy debate but instead intimidates others. Earlier this semester, President
Karen Gould of Brooklyn College had to publicly apologize for her employees’ role in
unlawfully expelling Jewish pro-Israel students, represented by the Louis D. Brandeis
Center, from a campus public event at the behest of the same organization.



Brandeis Center lawyers continued, “We urge you fully and quickly investigate this
troubling incident at your college and to take all appropriate measures suggested by the
facts found by your investigators. At a minimum, we would expect that this would
include strong disciplinary action against the perpetrators, including the responsible
organization, alone the lines that we have seen at Northeastern University, as well as a
firm public statement similar to what we have seen at UCLA and Brooklyn. Beyond
punishing the wrong-doers, however, we hope that you will take this as a teachable
moment to educate your students about the evils of anti-Semitism and racism and the
need to take firm action against them.”

ABOUT THE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS CENTER AND CAMPUS ANTI-SEMITISM
The Louis D. Brandeis Center, Inc., or LDB, is an independent, nonprofit organization
established to advance the civil and human rights of the Jewish people and promote
justice for all. The Brandeis Center conducts research, education and advocacy to combat
the resurgence of anti-Semitism on college and university campuses. It is not affiliated
with the Massachusetts University, the Kentucky law school, nor any of the other
institutions that share the name and honor the memory of the late U.S. Supreme Court
justice. For more information, contact the Brandeis Center at (202)-756-1822, or find us
at www.brandeiscenter.com
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